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Newsletter  







December 2009

W

elcome to a new A2S newsletter, which hopefully will be used to keep everyone involved with what’s going on, give everyone the chance to have some insights and learn more about those others involved in the background of our work. Any comments or suggestions would be welcome; contact the Chairperson or any other Committee Member.

[image: image1.png]Richard Smith, our hard - working Yacht Manager has been working away keeping the boat ticking over, and fitting gadgets and gizmos to make the experience for our clients greater. Richard, is also responsible for looking after the yacht, and is currently engaged with surveyors and the boat manufacturer’s local agent, to address problems at the bow (the front, pointy bit for those who’ve not got their Competent Crew Certificate!). Richard is currently spending a huge amount of time and effort to have this major problem rectified, and his support is very much appreciated.

Update – as we went to press, the following information came in from Richard -“The Boat will be coming out on 15th February 2010 for antifouling and servicing. Won’t be out the water very long and the rig minus sails will be left up. Sails will go down to Largs for a service. The yacht is going down to Largs for a repair as the deck/ hull joint, at the bow, was causing concern. We have been trying to get compensation from Bavaria for this but have only been partially successful. The rest of the boat is fairing well with the dehumidifier running, keeping it nice and dry. We will continue to operate from Kip whilst funds allow although this is proving to be expensive.”
Committee News
Scott Ballantyne will be joining the A2S Committee and we are sure will be a valuable asset. 
The website is being brought up to date and the Committee will be making more effort to keep volunteers better informed as we realise this has been lacking.
· A2S Committee

Chairperson Gerry Campbell (gerry.campbell3@btopenworld.coml)

Treasurer Allan Carrick (jac@thekelvinpartnership.com)
Secretary Margaret Reilly (margaret.reilly@ntlworld.com)
Crew Rota Joan Smith  (joan.smith@hotmail.co.uk)

Yacht Manager Richard Smith  (smithy8888@hotmail.com)

Training Coordinator Tim Forrester t.forrester2@btinternet.com

Database & Youth Forum Gillian Bruce

( gillianbruce@gmail.com)

Youth Forum   Laura Carrick

( lauracarrick@hotmail.com)

Webmaster Ewan McKerracher (ewanmckerracher@gmail.com)

Committee member Scott Ballantyne (scottyballantyne@btinternet.com )

Should you have any questions, or wish more information, feel free to contact the relevant committee member. Their email addresses are hyperlinked, so should take you direct.
If you feel you have other skills to offer, the Committee are always on the lookout for folks to help with the various tasks which are involved in running a successful charitable organisation.
Oops!!... Confession time
The mystery of the missing A2S camera was solved when a volunteer (not a million miles away from this keyboard!!) admitted that he had found it in his sailing bag, some 3 months after he was last on the boat. The camera has since been returned, with grovelling apologies. A large jar of good quality Coffee will be donated to the boat by way of penance!
Training News

Crew training will start shortly after A2S is returned to the water after her scrub down etc. We have new volunteers offering their services and we will try to get them up to speed asap. [image: image2.png]



Please welcome them and make their time with us enjoyable. Hopefully this increase in numbers will mean the boat can be used weekdays as well as weekends, thus making the facility more accessible to potential clients. We would also like to have another extended trip after the success of last years Canal Crossing.

Hoist training will also be started in the spring. Hopefully, Additional Needs Awareness Training will also be offered.
Annual Boat Maintenance
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[image: image4.wmf]On 15th February 2010, A2S will be lifted out the water, to allow us to scrub down the hull, remove the old, worn out antifoul, and replace it with new. This is an essential part of the boat’s maintenance, and check that all the bits of the boat, we don’t normally get to see (except those amongst us who like to don dry - suits and creep under the hull while tied up at the pontoon!) don’t get to see. You don’t have to be technically able – just be able to work sandpaper and/ or a paintbrush. I can exclusively report that refreshments and munchies will be available. It would be extremely appreciated that as many volunteers assisted with this, admittedly less glamorous side of sailing, but it’s none the less essential. It’s also the chance to gain a bit more knowledge about sailing – the bits they don’t necessarily cover in the RYA certificates.

Amaze your Friends…..
As well as keeping you up to date, the training Dept. at A2S decided, as part of everyone’s ongoing development as sailors we should broaden our knowledge. Hence the following;

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


 It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannon on old war ships. But how to prevent them from rolling about the deck was the problem. The storage method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one problem -- how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called, for reasons unknown, a Monkey.. But if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make them of brass - hence, Brass Monkeys.
Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled..
Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey.
Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. And all this time, folks thought that was just a vulgar expression? You should share this fabulous bit of historical knowledge to at least a few of your more intellectual friends.    



This is my first A2S newsletter, and I welcome any comments – good or less good – from you the reader. To make it as good as I can, I will appreciate your input to ensure its quality. Feel free to also let me know what you think should be in it (sorry chaps, I’m told we can’t do a “Page 3” type feature!)

Alex Bisset (alex@thebissets.freeserve.co.uk)
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And Finally…….. The Committee would like to thank all of you for the work towards our goals this past year, and take this opportunity to wish you and your families all the very best for the Festive Season�
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