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Apologies for taking so long with this edition- did you think that you’d all been forgotten? 

The new Sailing programme is now up on the website, so if you’ve got your Diary handy, get those days booked with Gill.

Anyway here goes – there’s some business stuff re Funds from the Treasurer, and everything else I’ll try to make as informative as possible

_____________________________________
· A2S Committee

A quick reminder of our Committee members:
Chairperson Gerry Campbell (gerry.campbell3@btopenworld.coml)

Treasurer Allan Carrick (jac@thekelvinpartnership.com)
Secretary Margaret Reilly (margaret.reilly@ntlworld.com)

Training Coordinator Tim Forrester (t.forrester2@btinternet.com)

Database + Crew Rota   Gillian Bruce
 ( gillianbruce@gmail.com)
Yacht Manager  Malcolm Cumming

( mdcumming@gmail.com )

Youth Forum   Laura Carrick

( lauracarrick@hotmail.com)

Webmaster Ewan McKerracher (ewanmckerracher@gmail.com)

Committee member Scott Ballantyne (scottyballantyne@btinternet.com )

Should you have any questions, or wish more information, feel free to contact the relevant committee member. Their email addresses are hyperlinked, so should take you direct.
If you feel you have other skills to offer, the Committee are always on the lookout for folks to help with the various tasks which are involved in running a successful charitable organisation.


Money Stuff
Allan, our wonderful Treasurer – the guy who actually does all the hard work for A2S, has sent me this. 

The year ended 31 December 2010 was a successful one financially.The draft accounts show a surplus of £3744.However that figure is after charging £7987 of depreciation on the yacht and sundry equipment. Effectively therefore we generated a cash surplus of £11731.
This was very gratifying and  huge thanks goes to those individuals and organisations who made such generous donations shown on the accounts. We also had our most successful fundraising year and raised £6454 with costs of £1278. Again our thanks to the West Group (Lady Artists ) for a fantastic art exhibition at Helensburgh Sailing Club, and to the Procurex organisers who nominated Able2sail as the official charity at their exhibition at SECC. Thanks also to our volunteers who helped at those events.
The accounts will be audited and presented to members at the annual general meeting. In the meantime I welcome questions from members and can be contacted at jac@thekelvinpartnership.com      J Allan Carrick
Treasurer

Yacht Maintenance
[image: image1.png]This in from Malcom Cumming our yacht manager, who, poor soul, works hard to ensure the boat is in good order and meets all the necessary requirements, as well as the normal requirements of yacht maintenance.
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The committee decided that it should only be necessary to lift the boat out in alternate years, so it is not going to be lifted out this winter. The hull condition and anodes were checked by a diver at the end of last season and found to be satisfactory. He was actually looking for Gill' s iphone, lost while the boat was at Rhu Marina, which unfortunately was neither serviceable nor located. However we got an impromptu hull check!
The Kip Engineers were commissioned to service the engine and check the gearbox oil. Some of you may know that we had a high impeller usage last year, three between March and September. The remains of two were r emoved from the heat exchanger and the sail-drive was flushed out, in case any obstruction was interfering with the cooling water ingress. We have recently fitted a Speed-seal impeller cover, which means that the cover is now held by easily removable thumbscrews. There is also a hatch below the bottom companionway step, that should obviate the need to remove the six screws holding the lower part of the steps, making it easier to carry out an impeller change at sea. Whilst this was being done, it was discovered that the sea water filter was losing water, probably through the non-return O-rings or possibly by breaking the suction, every time the filter was checked. If the system  isn't fully pressurised, there is a short period when the impeller is running dry, which may be the root of our problems. It was decided to fit a Vetus Filter, which has a transparent cover, negating the need to unscrew it every time to check it and a better non-return system. It also has a more user friendly seal, if the cap does have to be removed for cleaning. A new engine water filler cap is being fitted, as the old one failed a pressure check, causing fresh coolant water to overflow into the bilge.
A fan heater has been purchased and that and the dehumidifier have kept the boat warm and dry.
A cup holder is on order to replace the one that mysteriously disappeared on the West Coast trip. 
The life-rafts (2) and life-jackets (29!!) are away being serviced, to comply with the coding and should be back on board in March. 
Tim and I inspected the sails, which were in good condition, except for a small adhesive repair  on the top batten root cover, which we can do ourselves.
A 2011 Almanac has been purchased and two updated chart portfolios ordered for the Clyde and our West Coast Area of Operation. A new chart plotter cartridge will be in situ by the start of the season.
The spray hood has been repaired again. Can I ask that we all take care to make sure that the toggle clips, one on each side, are undone, before the hood is dropped.
The plan is that everything will be serviceable for the crew training days in April, which should be on the website shortly. We will require a couple of spring cleaning sessions, which can be completed during these training days.
Best wishes for the coming season.



Training News

Crew training will start shortly. If we have any new Volunteers, please welcome them and make their time with us enjoyable. It’s important that volunteers have an enjoyable time too, as well as clients and their families – remember how nervous some of you were when you first met A2S crews.

Dates are now on the website  www.able2sail.org.uk, and follow the link to the Sailing programme. Select when you can go, and contact Tim Smith.

___________________________________

I’m reproducing (with permission) an Article from the March 2011 edition of Yachting Monthly. I’m putting it in here, as it gives some measure of how sailing can motivate people to do things, in spite of considerable difficulty, and therefore will hopefully remind us all that, as well as giving someone a “day out” and some respite for families, we could be giving more help or confidence to undertake new challenges.

A Spina bifida sufferer is planning to sail solo around Britain and Ireland this year, in preparation for the 2013 singlehanded race(OSTAR). Julian Megson, sails Raga muffin a Hurley24/70 from Fleetwood, Lancashire, but is seeking sponsorship for a bigger faster boat. He plans to raise cash for the Association for Spina Bifida and Hydracephalus. Julian who is an Electrical engineer said “Spina Bifida hasn’t stopped me sailing solo.”

If like me you weren’t sure what Spina Bifida is – it’s a problem caused by the spinal chord being split or not having been formed properly.
You can follow Julian’s adventure on his blogging website, http://julianmegson.com


As usual, welcome any comments – good or less good – from you the reader. To make it as good as I can, I would appreciate your input to ensure its quality. I’ll always try to publish any pictures you may have, whether on A2S or not, but hopefully sailing related!! Feel free to also let me know what you think should be in the newsletter. 

Alex Bisset (alex@thebissets.freeserve.co.uk)
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And Finally…….. The Committee would like to thank all of you for the work towards our goals last year, and to welcoming everyone back for the new season.
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